A looming public health crisis: the nursing shortage of today.
The present and anticipated nursing shortage poses a public health concern. This is a unique shortage because nursing is encountering both an increased demand for nursing care and a lower supply of nurses available to deliver it. Nurses, known for patient advocacy, are ethically bound to provide competent, quality care. Currently, nurses comprise the largest group of health care providers in the United States. Through increased understanding of the current situation, the profession will be in a better position to advocate and promote nursing as a viable, attractive career.